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Pr0GRAMME NOTES
Peecy WILLIAM WHITLOCK (1903-1946) WAS AN ENGLISH 0RGANIST AND POST-QOMANTIC COMPOSEZ AND WAS
802N IN CHATHAM, KENT. A STUDENT OF VAUGHAN WILLIAMS AT THE R0YAL COLLEGE OF Music, WHITLOCK
QUICKLY ARRIVED AT A MUSICAL IDIOM THAT WAS INFLUENCED 8Y 80TH HIS TEACHER'S OUTPUT AND THAT OF
Eowaeo ELGAL. LIKE VAUGHAN WILLIAMS ANO FREDERICK DELIUS, HE OFTEN USED THEMES THAT SOUNOED LIKE
FOLK SONGS BUT WERE, IN FACT, ORIGINAL CREATIONS. HIS LUSH HARMONIC STYLE ALSO B0RE TRACES OF
GELSHWIN AND RACHMANINOV. FRoM 1921 To 1930 WHITLOCK WAS ASSISTANT 0RGANIST AT ROCHESTER CATHEORAL
IN KENT. HE THEN SEQVED AS DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AT ST STEPHEN'S CHURCH, BOUSNEMOUTH FOR THE NEXT FIVE
YEARS, COMBINING THIS FROM 1932 WITH THE ROLE OF THAT TOWN'S BOROUGH ORGANIST, IN WHICH CAPACITY HE
REGULARLY PLAYED AT THE LOCAL PAVILION THEATQE. AFTER 1935 HE WORKED FOR THE PAVILION THEATQE FULL-
TIME. A TIRELESS QAILWAY ENTHUSIAST, HE WROTE AT LENGTH ABOUT HIS HOB8Y UNDER THE PSEUDONYM KENNETH
LAg. HE WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE BOURNEMOUTH MUNICIPAL ORCHESTRA, (LATER TO BECOME THE BOURNEMOUTH
SYMPHONY O2CHEST?4) WITH WHICH HE GAVE DOZENS OF LIVE BBC 800ADCASTS BETWEEN 1933 ANO HIS OEATH.
WHITLOCK WAS DIAGNOSED WITH TUBEQCULOSIS IN HIS TWENTIES ANO TOWARD THE END OF HIS LIFE HE LOST HIS
SIGHT. HE DIED IN BOUENEMOUTH A FEW WEEKS BEFORE HIS 43R0 BIRTHOAY. FOR DECADES AFTEQWARDS HE
REMAINED LARGELY FORGOTTEN, THIS NEGLECT HAS EASED IN RECENT TIMES WITH THE INCREASED POPULARITY OF
POST-QOMANTIC 02GAN LITEQATURE. THE PERCY WHITLOCK TRUST, FOUNDED IN 1983, COORDINATES MANY
WHITLOCK EVENTS AND RECITALS. THE PRESIOENT OF THE TRQUST IS FRANCIS TACKSON, AND ITS SECRETARY
MALCOLM RILEY PUBLISHED A BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY OF WHITLOCK IN 1998. FRANCIS TACKSON ANO THE UNIVERSITY
OF YooK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA RECORDED HIS SYMPHONY IN G MINOR FOR 0RGAN AND ORCHESTRA, WHICH WAS
LATER, REVIVED 8Y GRAHAM BAe8ER AND THE BBC WELSH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. AMONG WHITLOCK'S 02GAN
WORKS ARE FIVE SHORT PIECES, FouR EXTEMPORISATIONS, THE PLYMOUTH SUITE, SONATA IN C MINOZ AND THE
SIX HYMNS PRELUDES FROM WHICH DAvID TAYLOR HAS BEAUTIFULLY ARRANGED THIS MINI SUITE OF THREE
MOVEMENTS. WHITLOCK'S CREATIVE OUTPUT EXPRESSED ITSELF MOST COMPLETELY IN THE SMALLER FORM AND AS
A MINIATURIST HE CAN STAND ALONGSIOE MANY COMPOSERS MUCH BETTER REMEMBERED THAN HE.

SUPERBRASS MUsIC
SINCE THE START OF SUPER8RASS IN EARLY 2005, | HAVE STRIVED TO COMMISSION NEW ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS
AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR 8RASS AND PERCUSSION.
SUPERBRASS MUSIC IS COMMITTED TO DEVELOPING ACCESSIBLE NEW MUSIC FOR BRASS OF THE VERY HIGHEST
QUALITY.
ILLEGAL PHOTOCOPYING DENIES COMPOSERS ANO PUBLISHERS OF THEIR RIGHTFUL REVENUE.
A LACK OF QEVENUE DETERS PUBLISHERS FROM INVESTING IN NEW COMMISSIONS.
ALL MUSICIANS SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES OF ILLEGAL PHOTOCOPYING.
THE FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS.
NOW THAT YOU HAVE THE FACTS, YOU CAN HELP THE FUTURE OF THE CREATIVE MUSIC WORLD.

[F YOU DO HAPPEN UPON ANY ER02S PLEASE LET ME KNOW 8Y CONTACTING ME PEQSONALLY AT
INFO@SUPERBRASS.C0.UK

Q0GE? ARGENTE / AeTISTIC DIRECTOR
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